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Abstract
This study presents an analysis of metaphor in the first part of Surah Al-Bagarah
by examining it through the two components of simile. Metaphor is a special type
of simile in which one of the two elements—either the subject (mushabbah) or
the object of comparison (mushabbah bih) —is omitted, and a word is used in a
figurative rather than its literal meaning due to a relationship of similarity,
accompanied by a contextual indicator that prevents the literal meaning from
being intended. The Noble Qur’an contains numerous elements of eloquence and
rhetoric, among which metaphor is studied as one of its rhetorical sciences,
encompassing wisdom such as “revealing what is hidden and clarifying what is
apparent yet not obvious.” This research aims to examine metaphor based on the
two elements of simile in the first part of Surah Al-Bagarah, which is the longest
chapter in the Holy Qur’an. The researcher selected the first part of this surah
because of its rich rhetorical content, where various modes of expression appear
and numerous figurative images are employed to serve the meaning and enhance
its strength and impact. The researcher employed a descriptive-analytical
rhetorical approach. Verses containing metaphors based on the two elements of
simile in the first part of Surah Al-Bagarah were identified, classified into explicit
metaphors (isti‘arah tasrthiyyah) and implicit metaphors (isti‘arah makniyyah), and
analyzed according to the omitted elements of simile (the subject or the object of
comparison), with clarification of the rhetorical purpose behind each metaphor.
The findings of this study indicate that there are twelve verses containing explicit
metaphors and three verses containing implicit metaphors. Explicit metaphors
occur in verses: 2, 10, 14, 16, 41, 49, 74, 80, 81, 86, 115, and 138. Implicit metaphors
are found in verses: 27, 79, and 93.
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